
Falmouth Bay 
Wrecks




A simple guide to Falmouth Bay's wrecks.
Mark Milburn
January, 2012 

Falmouth Bay Wrecks, Page !1Mark Milburn



A Mixed Bag

Wars and Winds
Falmouth has been an important port since before records even began. 
It is the largest port in Cornwall and because of it's unique position, it is 
probably one of the most sheltered ports in Cornwall. The winds have 
still taken their toll, especially in the age of sail. Whereas war caused 
the most casualties during the age of steam. Navigational errors have 
caused a lot of the wrecks on the Manacles, an exposed reef system that 
has taken around fifty ships over the years. This simple guide will look 
at some of the known wrecks within Falmouth Bay. Starting with the 
shallowest wreck and getting deeper as we go. This is not a dive guide, 
just a guide of wrecks. It is a real 'mixed bag' of wrecks.
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The shallowest wreck 
around Falmouth Bay is the 
Ben Asdale. This 422 ton 
fishing trawler came to 
grief in December 1978, 
when it's hydraulic steering 
completely failed. It was 
then blown ashore onto the 
rocks close to Maenporth 
Beach. At low water springs 
you can walk around the 
remains of the Ben Asdale. 

Even though it is a relatively young wreck, it is quite broken. Still 
visible is a large deck winch, the ships eight cylinder diesel engine and 
some other small pieces of it's superstructure remain.

Next on our list is UB-86 (possibly), 
a German WWI U-Boat. It is another 
wreck that breaks the surface at 
low water but only by half a meter. 
At the end of WWI the German fleet 
scuttled itself at Scapa Flow. Most 
of the vessels were re-floated and 
distributed around the various 
naval depots in the U.K., as part of 
the war reparations scheme. The 
actual number of U-Boats dispatched to Falmouth is known somewhere, 
but, around the internet it varies from five to nine. One or maybe two 
were sunk as target practice, the remaining submarines were moored 

up in the bay when a storm blew 
them onto the shore around 
Falmouth. One of UB-86's ribs can 
be seen sticking out of the water 
off Pendennis Point at low tide. 
Next to the UB-86 is possibly the 
UB-97, it is impossible to identify 
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these submarines now, as they have been heavily salvaged over the 
years. The only other submarine remains are of  UB-128 (possibly) just 
off Castle Beach. Again heavily salvaged the top of it's remains are 
around 1.4m at low tide. There have been unconfirmed reports on two 
U-Boats coming aground on Gyllyngvase Beach. That would account for 
five.

During November 1916 the 
5077 ton British Cargo 
Steamer the SS Ponus, came 
ashore near Gyllyngvase 
Beach. It was built in 1902 as 
an oil tanker by Russell & Co., 
Port Glasgow. After being 
driven up onto the rocks it 
then caught fire, it then kept 
Falmouth alight for three days 
and nights. It's remains are 

now spread over a large area after being salvaged.
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HMS Torrid (F80) was an R Class Destroyer en-route to the breakers 
yard in 1937. It was anchored in the Carrick Road in a south easterly 
gale, when she dragged anchor and was driven high up onto the rocks 
at Trefusis Point. It stayed there three years before being salvaged, 
very little of it remains in around 6m of water.

Almost next to the remains of the Torrid lies what is left of the British 
sailing ship, the Queen. The Queen transport ship was lost during a 
south easterly gale in 1814, whilst sheltering in the Carrick Roads. It 
had been moored for three days, seeking shelter after a rough crossing 
from Portugal. It was carrying wounded troops from Wellington's army, 
women, children and French prisoners. It's single mooring anchor gave 
way and she was dashed onto the rocks, 369 souls perished.
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There is a mass grave for some of the victims in Mylor Churchyard with 
a single grave stone, dedicated :-

'To the Memory of the Warriors, Women and Children, who on their 
return to England from the Coast of Spain; unhappily perished in the 

Wreck of the Queen Transport, on Trefusis Point, Jan 14, 1814.'
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In the mouth of the 
Helford River lies 
the remains of the 
3,545 ton Rock 
Island Bridge. 
After a collision 
with the SS 
Kenosha ten miles 
east of the Lizard, 
she started taking 
on water. It was 
being towed to 

Falmouth but thinking it might sink in Falmouth Port, they headed for 
the Helford River. It sank within the river mouth in around 8m of water. 
There were numerous attempts to right the ship which all failed. It was 
eventually reduced to scrap with explosives.

1891 saw some of the worst weather the U.K had ever seen. It's most 
extreme weather was is May, where, in one week the temperatures 

varied between 18C and -25C. 
One 500' deep valley in 
Dartmoor was filled with 
drifting snow for a while. 
During that winter many 
ships met their end around 
the U.K. One of those was the 
four masted sailing ship, the 
Bay of Panama. Described as 
the finest ship of it's day she 
crashed against the rocks 
near Nare Point on March 
10th. The following morning 

it was a sorrowful sight, 28 people perished including the captain and 
his wife.

Falmouth Bay Wrecks, Page !7Mark Milburn



Another four masted sailing ship that came to grief near Falmouth was 
the Andromeda. She was heading for Falmouth during a southerly gale. 
The winds drove her further down the coast and she came ashore on 
Killigerran Head. The 1,762 ton ship became a complete wreck.

During November 1940 the diesel engined tanker, the Leon Martin, hit 
a mine and sank close to St Anthony's. The 1,951 ton ship is now spread 
around barely noticeable to any sonar equipment.
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Another mine victim, this time during WWI, was the Dutch steamship 
the SS Epsilon. The 3,211 ton ship struck a mine laid by the German U-
Boat the UC-17. The wreck was right in the main shipping channel and 
was flattened to clear it. The ships boilers and a few bits of 
superstructure are about all that remain.

After a collision with the SS 
Siri in March 1918, the N.G. 
Petersen sank close to 
Falmouth harbour. It's 
1,900 ton cargo of iron ore 
still remains but little of the 
1,282 ton ship is visible.


In 1939 the 4,155 ton SS Stanwood 
caught fire in the harbour. It was 
towed to the north bank, where 
they opened the sea cocks to flood 
the ship and put the fire out. They 
intended to re-float her but she 
keeled over and slid down the bank. 
It was heavily salvaged and 
dynamited as it was deemed a hazard to shipping.
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The Mitera Marigo is the biggest ship to come to grief around Falmouth. 
She was a 9,200 ton Greek freight that had a collision at sea with the 
German ship, the Fritz Thyssen, in 1959. The captain refused any help 
to salvage the ship and it eventually made it into the Carrick Roads 
unaided. Still taking on water, the captain eventually gave permission 
for help but the tugs water pumps couldn't handle the volume of water 
either. It sank whilst moored to the Crossroads buoy. In 1962, 
commercial salvors removed most of the wreck and cargo.

In December 1917, the 4,610 ton SS Volnay, was torpedoed by the 
German submarine UC-64. Carrying wartime rations and munitions to 
Plymouth, she attempted to beach on Porthallow Bay but foundered half 
a mile from the shore. Two separate attempts were made to reduce her 
as a hazard to shipping. It was more likely it was to destroy the anti-
personnel shells on board, many of which still remain.
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The last wreck we'll look at is the Caroni River. This 7,807 ton, 139m 
long oil tanker came into Falmouth harbour for repairs. On her first sea 
trial she struck a mine, dropped the night before. Attempts were made 
to tow her in but she was taking on water too fast. 
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She was then broken up by explosives to clear the shipping channel. 
The Caroni River now lies in two major sections underwater, one part 
seems to be mixed with the remains of a small steamship, maybe a 
trawler.
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